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Honorable -Clement J. Zablocki, Chairman

Commiitee on International Relaiions : p

Iouse of Representatives S i
6 I <

Washington, DD.C. 20515
H A<

Dear My (,hau main:

I am writing to express the concerns of this Agency with cectnin
provisions of H.R. 12598, the "Foreign helcxtloua Authorization Act,
FY 78," which passed the Ilouse on 31 May 1878 and the Senate (Senale
rersion formerly number S. 3076) on 23 June 1978. Both Houses have
appointed counferees~-for the House, all 1nerabers of the International
Relations Committee--who are expected to meet shortly after the
Congress reconvenes on Fonday, 10 July 1978. ~

The Senate version (5. 3076) contains two provistons whicl have
been and remain of particular concern to us; these were not amended
at 211 on the floor: --Section 119, amending the Role of the Ambassador
Legislation (22 U.S5.C. 26804); and, --Scction 501, ame ndmgr the so-
called "Case-Zablocki Act (1 U.5.C. 112b).

Section 119 of the Senate bill, concerning the Role of the Ambassador

Legislation, would amend 22 U.S.C. 2680n ])y adding the Jollowmr»
lznguage to paragraph (3) belween the words "countey "and Mshallls

nub.vunbtdndmg any other provision of luw." This amendment is of

:oncern to us because of its potential construction as superseding the
statutory authority of the Director of Ceniral Intelligence fo protect
intelligence sources and methods against un: withorized disclosur ¢
(section 102(d)(3) of the National Sccurity Act of 1947, as amended,
50 G.5.C. 403). Further, the propozsed additional Janguage could be
Vimva-d by liaison services and other intelligence sources as a further
seakening of the Government's ability to Limit c.hs;s)e;mna’rmn ol
muﬂhgsznce sources and methods.

The amendment in section 119 would leave intact the present pre--
fatory language to 22 U.S5.C. 2680: "lUnder the direction of the Vresident—-
In our view, this language provides the anpropriate statuiory formula re-
itecting the re.,pectw(_ responsibilities, jn terms of our interests for
example, of the Director of Cen Lr'al Intelligence and the Scceretavy of
Statz. Addition of the language 'nolwithstanding any ()(m I provision
o'” e could be construed as relegating the President's avthorily undor

22 U.5.C. 2680a to a purcly ministerial (i.c., non-discrelionary)
furiction. Such a construction, which is ot wnreasonable wnder the
proposed language, in onr view would ponce scerious probleims.
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